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Abstract: 

 Analyzing the market structures models and the competition environments generated, 
some inherent characteristics the industry of the natural gas are presented, having like 
diverse context experiences of different countries. Questions microeconomics involved in the 
sector of natural gas as the introduction of the competition to the long one of the productive 
chain; the free access to the gas pipelines of transport and distribution are subjects still little 
explored in the Brazilian context and of extreme importance for the development of the 
sector. These themes acquire distinct contours depending on the structures of market in the 
which are inserted. Such perspective is prominent for the understanding of as those markets 
became more mature than the Brazilian and which the main factors that conditioned their 
development.  Therefore, the present article presents possible settings of evolution of the 
Brazilian structure, inside the present conditions of the agents involved and of the regulation.  
For each case, describes itself as the physical structure and the treated agents involved 
Saints.  Between the main contributions can be perceived that the conditions of development 
of the infrastructure of escoamento of the gas and the paper of the State, normally through 
monopolistic state-owned companies, the relations between the agents, contractual practical 
news and the birth of the conditions of free access are elements keys for the trial of 
development, being presents in the big majority of the countries studied. 
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